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h 03 whalloe ver you are: 
To have a ſtatoly Cozy teuld, 
© attention nom prepare. 
It isa Tale of an | 
that Y fo you will tell: reg | 
Which being rightfly underſfod,!+; IT 1 
J know will pleaſe you well. 
This Kobbin (ſo much falked 0 f 
was once a man ot fame, 20 
Inſtiled Earle of Panting ton 
E 02d Robe2f Hod by Ramme: 
In Courtſhip and Magniicen ee. 
| his carriage won him pꝛapſe, 
9173 A 3 


— favour with d ble Paine 
an ane in — 


moꝛe than erc&@ding well. 
s great KRovennues all he ſould 
fo: wine and coffly chere: 
+ pe np bold, 


that excertiſe moſt 
At laft by bis pꝛoluſe — 
he had land his wealth ; 
And bing catlatwed by his - 
in wos he liv'd by ga 
The Abbot of 2 Pries Kich, 
to whom he ought, 
Vis hatred to this Earle was ſuch, 
that he his pownefall wzonght. 
So being outlalved (as tis told) 
he with a Crew weut fo2th, 
| Of luſty Cutters tout and bald, 
and tobbed in the Nozth, 
Among the ret. one little John, 
- Jyeomanbold and fre ; 


of Nn 


Miho could (if if Kod him upon) 
with eale encounter the. 
One hundꝛed men in all he got, 
with whom (the tozy ſaves) 
Thꝛee hundꝛed common men durſt not 
hold combate any wapes. 
They Poꝛkſhire wods frequented much, 
and Lancaſhire alſo ; 
Wherein their pꝛackiſes were ſuch, 
that they wꝛought mickle woe. 
None rich durtt travell to and ira, 
(though ne re ſo ſtrangly arm d.) 
But by theſe <&ves (ſo ſtroug in ſhow) 
they ſtill were rob d and harm d. 
His chieleſt fpight to the Clergie was, 
that lived in monſtrous pꝛi de: 
Noone of them he would let paſſe, 
along the high way de: 
But firit they muſk to dinner goe, 
and afterwards to Shzift : 
Full a one he ſerved ſo, 
thus he lib d by theft. | 
No Ponkesno2 Fryers hs would let goe, 
without paying their F&s : | 
It they thought much to be us d ſo, 
their ſtones he made them leſe : 
Fo2 ſuch as they the Country fill d, | 
with Baſtards in thoſe dayes. 5 
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wich to e theſe wparkes did geld, 
all that came by their wapes. | 
jut Robbin Hod ſo gentle was 
and boꝛe ſo b2ave aminde : 
'f any in diffreCſe did pale, 
ts them he was ſo kinde, | 
Chat he would give and lend to them, 
| to helpe them at their ne&de : 
his made all poze men pꝛay fo: him, 
and wiſht he well might ſpede. 
The Widdow and the Fatberleſſe 
he would ſend meanes unto: 
And thoſe whom fathine did oppꝛt ſſe 
kound him a friendly foe. 
02 would he doe a woman w2ong, * 
bukfee her ſafe conveid: 
He would p2ofect with power ſtrong 
all thoſe who crab d his apde. 
The Abbot of Saint Maries then, 
who him undid befoze : 
Was riding with two hundred men, 
| and Gold and Silver ſtoꝛe: 
But Robbin Bod upon him ſet 
with his Courag ious Spazkes: 
And all the copne; perforce did get, 
| | which was twelve thouſand Markes. 
ve bound the Abbot to a Træ, 1 
And wonld not let him paſſe, 


of .Kobbin Hod. 


efoze that (to his men and he) 
his Loꝛdſhip had ſayd Paſſe. 
Which being done upon his hozſe' 
he (ef him faſt a ſtride: "3a 
Ind with his face towards his ar 
ve foꝛced him to ride. 22 
His men were faine to be his gnide, 
foz he rode backward home 
The Jbbot being thus vilifing 
did ſozely chafe and fume. 
Thus Robbiu Hod did vindicate 
his fozmer wꝛongs reteiv d: 
Foz twas this cobetous Pzelatd 
that him of Land bereav d. 
The Abbot he rode tothe King, 
with all the halte he could. 
and to his Grace he every thing, 
eractly did unfold, 
And ſapd if that no courſe were tane; 
(by fo:ce oz Stratagem) 
To take this Rebell and his traine, 
no man ſhould paſſe fo2 them. 
The King pꝛoteſted by and by, 
unto the Abbot then, | | 
That Robbin Hod with ſpeed Would bye, 
with all his mcrry men. | 
But ere the King did any ſend, 
he did another feate ; 


Which | 


- /Whichdid his Grace much moze offend, 
the lac (inderd) was great. 
Foz in a choꝛt time after that, 
the Rings Receivers went. 
Towards London with the Coyne they got, 
fioꝛ's Pighneſſe Noztherne Rent. 
Bold Nobbin Had any little John, 
with the reſt of their Traine: 
| (C Nol dꝛeading Law) ſet them upon, 
and did cheir gold obtaine. 
The Bing much moved at the ſame, 
(and the Abbots talke alſo, ) 
In this his anger did pꝛotlaime, 
(and ſent wozd fo and frs; ) 
Chat whoſo'ere alive o2 dead, 9 
tauld bzing him Rabbin Mod, | 
Should have one thonſand Parkes well papd, 
in gold and ſilver god. 
Thisp:omiſe of the King did make, 
fall many peomen bold, 
Attempt out Kobbin Pod fo take, 
with all the foꝛce they could : 
But ſtill when any came fo him, 
within the gap greene wed : 
De entertainement gave to them, 
with Ueniſon fat andgod. - 
Ind ſhewd to them ſach martiall fpozt, 
with his long bow and Arrow, 
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that they ol him did gibe repoꝛt, 
how that it was great ſo;row, 
hat ſuch a woꝛthe man as he, 
ſhould thus be put fo ſhiſt, 

Being late a Lozd ot high degre, 
ot living quite bereft. 

The King to take him, moze and mozs, 
ſent men of mickle might: 

zut he and his fill beate them ſoze, 
and conquered them in fight : 

z elſe with lobe and comteſte, 
fo him he won their hearts. 

chus (fill he lived by robbery, 
thzoughout the Hoꝛtherne parts, 

And all the Country ſtood in dzead, 
| of Robbin Mod and's men: 
Foz ſfonfer Lads ne re lib d by bzead, 

in thoſe dayes noz ſince then. 
he Abbot (which befoze J nam' d.) 
ſonght all the meanes he cauld, 

Lo have by fozce this Rebell tane, 
and his adherents bold. 

Lherefo2e he arm d five hundzed men, 
with furniture compleate: 

But the outlawes flew halle ol them, 
and made the ref retreate- 

The long bow and the arrow keene, 

: they were ſo us d ynts; 
at 


1. True Lale. 
Chat till they kept the Foꝛeſt greens, 
{7} inſpighto'th* pzoudelt foe, + 
'- | Twelveof the Abbots men he toke, 
who came him to habe tane: 
When all the reſt the field fozſwke, * 
theſe he div entertaine 
With Banquetting and Merriment, 
and having us d them well, 
Be to their L oꝛd them ſaſely dent, 
and will d them him to tell: 
That it he would be pleas'd at laſt 
to beg of our god Ring; 
That he might pardon whaf was paſt, 
and him to favour bꝛing: 
Be would ſutrender backe agen 
the money which befoze - .. 
Was taken by him and his men; 
from him and many moe. 
Bone men might ſafelypalle by bum, 
and ſome that wap would chuſe, 
Foz well they knelothat to delpe them. 
he ebermoꝛe did uſe. 
But where de knew a Miſet Rich - wo 
that did the poze oppꝛeſſfe; 
To ſtele his Coyne his hand did itch 
he de habe it mo2e oꝛ leſſe. Ae 
And ſometimes when the high⸗way fayld, 
tyen be his epurage rouſes; 
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Je and his men habe off aſapld 
"4 lch rich men in their houſes: 
do that thzongh dꝛead of Nobbin then, 
and his adventureus Cre: 
The Mizers kept great ſtoꝛe at men, 
which elſe maintapn d but few. 
z ing Richard of that name the ficſf, 
Sirnamed Cuer de Lyon, 6 
went to de leate the Pagans Curt, 22 
who kept the coaſts of Spon, er 
The Biſhop of Ely Chanceloz 
was left as vice Koy here, 
'Iaholike a potent Cmperoz, 
did pꝛoudly domminere. 
Our Chzonicles of him repozt 
that commonlp he rode: . 
With a fhouſand Yozſe from court to ccutt, — 
where he would make abode. | 
he riding downe towards the Nozth, 
' With his afozeſapd traine: 
| Kobbin and his did iſſue fo2th 
them all ts entertaine. 
And with the Gallant Gꝛay Goſe wing, 
ttep ſhewed to them ſuch plap, 
That made their hoꝛſes kickle and fling, 
«nd downe their Riders Lap. 
Full glad and faine the Biſhop was 
foz all his thouſand men, | 
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To ſeeke what meanes he could to paſſe; 


from out of Robbins ken. 


Two hundzed of his men were kil d, 


and foureſcoze hoꝛſes god; 
Thitty who did as captives yeld, 
were carryed to the grene wood: 
Which afterwarys were ranſomed, 
foz twenty Parkes a man: 
Che reſt ſet ſpurres to hozſe and fled, 
to th towne of Warrington. 
The Biſhop ſozeenraged then, 
did in King Richards name: 


theſe outlawes bold fo tame. 

But Robbin with his courteſie, 
ſo wonne the meaner ſoꝛt, | 

That they wereloath on him fo try, 
what rigoꝛ did impozt. 

So that bold Robbin and his traine, 
did li be unhurt of them: 

Untill King Richard came againe, 
from faire Jeruſalem. 


And then the talke of of Nobbin Had, 


his rop all cares did fill: 


His grace admit d that ith greene wo, 


he thus continued fill. 
So that the country farre and neaxe, 
did give him great applauſe 5 


Mutter a power of No2therne men, 
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Foz nons of them niede ſtand in feare, 
bat ſuch as bꝛoke the lawes, 
de wiſhed well unto the King, 
and pzayed ſtill foz his health: 
Ind dever p:aiſed any thing, 
againſt the Common wealth, 
Onelp becauſe he was undone, 
by'th' Crewell C lergie then : 
au meanes that he could thinke upon, 
to vere ſuch kinde of men, 
pe enterpꝛized with hatefall (plene, 
in which ze was to blame: 
fo: fault of ſome to w2&ke his ti ue 
on all that by him came. 
(With wealth which he by Robbery got 
eight almes honſes he built: 
Thinking thereby to purge the blot, 
of blood which he has ſpilt: | 
Such was their blinde devotion then, 
depending cn their wozkes : 
Which if twere true, we Ch iſtian men, 
inferionr were to Turkes. 
But to ſpeake true ol Robbin Bod, 
and wzong him not a jot: 
He never would ſhed any mans blood, 
that him lndade d not. 
Noz would he ininre huebandmen, 
that toyl'd at Cart and Plough. 
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Fo2 well he knew, were t not foz them, 
to live no man knew how, 
The King in perſon with ſome Lozds, 
ts Notingham did Ride, 
To try what Strength and skill affo:ds, 
| toCrulb theſe out lawes pꝛide. 
And as he once befoze had done, 
hs did againe p:oclatme _. 
That whoſoere would take upon 
to bzing to Notingham, 
Oꝛ any place within the Land 
Re bollious Robbin Had, 
Should be pꝛefer d in place to ſtand, 
with thoſe of Noble blood. 
When Robbin Hod heard of the ſame, 
within a little ſpace, 
Into the Towne of Notingham, 
* aleffextohis Grace, 
He ſhot upon an Arrow. head, 
one evening cunningly; ' - . 
Which was bought to the King and read 
beloꝛe his Maieſtie: 
The Tenncur of this Letter was 
that Robbin would ſubmit, 
And be true Leigeman to his Grace, 
inany thing that's fit ; 
do that his Highnelle wonld fozgive; 
him and his merry men all: 


— 
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Ir not he muſt i'th Greene live, 
and take what chance did fall, 
Ede King would faine have pardoned him, 
but that (ome Lo2ds did ſay : 
This pzoſident will mach condemne 
your G2ace another Day. 
While that the Ring and L 03ds did ſtap 
debating on this thing: 
Some of theſe ouflawes fled away 
unto the Scottiſh Ning: 
Is they ſuppos d if he were kane 
oꝛ to the King did ver ld: | 
By th commons all the reſt ans traing 
fall quickely would be Quell d, 
Ot moꝛe than fall a hundꝛed men, 
but fozty tarrped ſtill: 
Mho were reſolv d ro ſticke to him 
let foꝛtune wozke her will. 
It none had fled, All fo2 his ſake 
bad got their pardon free: 
The King to fabeur meant to take 
his metry men and he. 
But ere the pardon to him came. 
this famous Archer dy d: 
His death and manner of the ſame; 
Ile pꝛeſentlp deſcribe. 
.| F02 being vert to thinke upon 
his followers Revolt: 
13 
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in all pour dangerspat, | 
Babe J you guarded as my men, 


ts leave me thus at laſt? 8 32 
This ſad petplerity did cauſ , 


In melanchelip paſſton 


he did recount his fault. 111 44 


Herde deen buen ho hen a. IC; 


a Fever (as ſome ſay) 


Which him unto confuſion watwes“ 8 1 ö 


* 
* - 


though by a ſtranger wap. 
This deadip danger to pievent, 
he hide him (with all ſperde) 
Unto a Nunnery with intent, 
foꝛ his healths ſake to bla de. 
A kaithleſſe Fryer did pzetend, 
in love to let him blood: ? 
Bat he by falſhad wwhahtthe ene 
of famous Robbin: d: 


to vindicate the wong? 


M hich to the Cletgie hd und his, 


! 
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The Fryer (as ſonte lap) did ws, 0 


had done bo power ſtrong. 


Thus d ped he bytrecherp, 
who could not dye bpiToges - 
Had heliv'd longer cettainelp 


— 


- 


King Richard in remozſe, 49 gm} 225 


Had unto favour him rectav d, 30 BTt4%s : 
he brave men dated. elt 119 
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| of Robbin 17004. 
Tis piffy he was of life bereav d, 
bpone which he ſo hated. 
d treacherons Leech this Frrer was, 
to let him bleed to death: 
And Kobbin was me thinkes an alle, 
to truſt him with his bocath. 
| Vis Coꝛpes the Pꝛiozes of the place, 
(the next dap that he dy d) 
Cauſed to be burted (in meane caſe) 
' cloſe by the hiah way ſide, 
And over him che cauſed a ſfone, 
to be fired on the ground: 
An Epitaph was fet thereon, 
-8 wherein his name was found, 
The date o'th peare and dap alſo, 
ſhe made to be ſet there: 
That all who by the way did goe. 
might ſe it plaine appeare, 
That ſuch a man as Nobbin Dod, 
was buried in that place; 
And how he li ved in the grane wed, 
and Rob'd there fo2 a ſpace. 
It (@mes that thouah the Clergie he, 
had put to mickle woe: 
He ſhould not quite fo2gotften be, 
although he was their fee. 
This woman though ſhe did him kate, 
yet loved his memoꝛp: 
13 2 And 


i True ale 
And thonght it wondzous pitty that, 
| /' His fame ſhould with him dye. 
| | This Epitaph, as Reco2ds tell, 
| | Withinthishundzed yeares, 
| | By many was diſcerned well, 
| but time all things outweares. 
| Bis followers when he was dead, 
were ſome received to grace: 
The reſt to fozraigne Countries fled, 
- - andlicfttheir native plate. 
Although his funerall was buf means, 
this woman had in minde 2 
Leaſt his fame ſhould be buried cleare, 
from thoſe that came behind. 
Foꝛ certainelp befoze noz ſince, 
no man ere vnderſfod : 
Under the reigne of any Pꝛince, 
cf one like Robbin ad. 
Full thirf&ne yearesand ſomething moze, 
theſe onflawes lived thus : 
Feared of the rich, loved of the poze, 
a thing moſt marvelous. 
A thing unpolſtble tous, 
this ſteꝛp ſeœmes fo be: 
None dares benow fo venturous, 
but times are chang'd we ſ&, 
We that live in theſe latter day es. 
of civill gobernment; 
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(Jf nede be) have a hundzed wayes, 
outiawes to pzovent. B23] 
In thoſe dayes men moze- barbarous were, 
and lived leſſe in au: 
Now (God be thanked) people feare, 

moze to offend the Law, 
Noroaring Guns were then in nfe, 
they dꝛeampt ol no ſuch thing: 
Dur Engliſh men in fight did chaſe, 
the gallant gray Gooſe wing, 
Jn which activity theſe men, 
(though p:aciſe) wert ſo god 
That in thoſe dayes non equald them, 
ſpecially Kobbin d. 
Wo that it mes, keeping in Caves, 
in Mods and Fozreftsthicke : 
Thei'd beate a multitude with ſaves, 
their Arrowes dio fo p2icke- 
And none durft neare unto them come, 
unleſſe in courteſte ; 
All ſuch he bzavely would ſend home, 
with mirth and Jollity. 
Urthich courteſie won him ſuch love, 
as I befoꝛe have told: 
'Twas the chere canſe that he did pzobe, 
moꝛe pzoſperousthan he could, 
Let us be tyankefnll fo2 theſe times, 
Ol plenty, truth, and peace: 
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yn leaheorgrot ano hog ins, 
| leaftthey cauſe this ta caaſe. | 
J know tbere mam faincd. Tales 
df Robbin Hod and s Crem. 10 
Chzenicles whichldomefaypies , ) 
repozts this to be true: 
Let none then thmke this a lye. 
loꝛ if twere put to th woꝛſt: 
They may the truth ofalldiſcry, 
i th raigne ol Richard the firſt; 
Il any Reader pleaſe to tip. 
(as I direaian ſhow ) 
The truth ofthis bzave Hi ſtoay, 
| heele finde it true J know, 
And J ſhall thinke my labonr well 
+ beſtowed to purpaſe god: 
When t ſhall be ſapd that J did tell, 
True tales of Nobbin Hod. 


The Epitaph which the Prioveſſe of the Monaſtery of 
Kirkes Lay: in Torke ſhire, ſet over Rabbin Hood, | 


* Which (as is he fore mentioned) was to bee reade 
within theſe hundrethyeares(though in old Broke x 
Engliſh) much to the ſame ſence and meaning 


Decembris Qyarto Die 1198. Anno Regnt Ri- 
chardii primi g. 71 55 
Nu ' Robert 
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Roberf Earle of Huntington, 
lies under this little ſtone. 
No Archer was like him ſo god: 

his wil dnc\ſ2 named him Nobbin Hod. . 
Full fhirtene yeares and ſomething moze, 
theſe Noztherne parts he vered ſoze, al 
Such out lawes as he and his men, 
map England never know agen. 


Some other ſu perſtitious words were init, * 1 
thought fit to leave ont, 


